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Dar Life: You left the US — which
most think is the best environment
for a budding artist - to settle in
Denmark. Why the move? What
happens in Copenhagen?
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up in a major US urban center -
is environmentally clean,
relatively safe, the infrastructure
runs like clockwaork mast of the
time, and there are loads of
highly skilled, talented people
within music, design, the arts and
culture. Sounds quite amazing,
apart from the fact that it’s an
expensive place to live, and the
weather 1sn't really that fantastic.

Dar Life: How do you describe
your music to people?

Bobby Ricketts: | prefer to
describe it as my own personal,
eclectic cocktail of urban African
American rhythms, thick jazzy
harmonies, ambient, and melodic
themes with world influences -
and people usually say, “cool, but
who else does it sound like?” But
that's the point.. when | get
things right, my rmusic sounds like
me.

Dar Life: Who are your musical
influences?

Bobby Ricketts: | probably have a
few hundred strong musical
influences that color my
creativity.. my tastes are diverse,
and so is my musical
background. | like jazz, classical,
pop. hip hop, RnB, house,
electronica, ‘world' music, as well
as music from several other
genres - but it all depends on
whao's playing or singing. If it
maoves me emaotionally, I'm into it
- doesn't matter what it's called.
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As far as my saxophone playing
is concerned, | was originally
influenced by all the great jazz
masters of the saxophone.
Although now I'd say my
inspiration comes from
elsewhere, and not necessarily
MAUSIC.

Dar Life: What projects have
you been involved in while in
Dar es Salaam?

Bobby Ricketts: Up until now, my
activities in Dar have been
centered mainly on my own
performances. Also, | was
introduced to Tanzania House of
Talent on my first trip to TZ, and
really enjoy helping the musicians
and vacalists there develop their
talent and love for music - | have
a serninar concept called "The
Band Doctor with Bobby
Ricketts" and THT has been
"band doctored” a couple of
times now. I've also spent time in
Dar just hanging out, being
inspired by the vibe around me
while writing and recording
music for my next album.

Dar Life: Who have you really
enjoyed working with, and is
there anyone out there you
haven't worked with yet that
you would like to?

Bobby Ricketts: Most recently, |
had the chance to tour in the
US for 6 weeks, working with
Atlanta-based musicians, some of
the best in the country.. Mo
Pleasure, Ricardo jordan, Sean
Michael Ray and Rick Watford.
You may not recognize their
names, but these guys have
performed regularly with bands
and artists such as Earth, Wind &
Fire, Janet Jackson, Roberta Flack,
Rachelle Ferrell, Maxwell, George
Duke, and many, many others...
We have plans to continue
working together when

schedules permit. There are
many artists 'd like to
collaborate with - whether
they're established or not.
There's loads of talent out thers
that's just waiting to float to the
top, and as | travel about doing
my thing, | try to keep my mind
and ears open...

Dar Life: How do you keep
yourself motivated to go on and
keep turning it into something
better!

Bobby Ricketts: The motivation
part is easy.. if you've ever tried
to execute anything perfectly
even just for 3 seconds - no
matter what it is, you're going
to want to do it again - and for
5 seconds the next time
around... and so on... that's when
the hard work comes in.
Considering my shows last
anywhere from 60 minutes up to
2 hours, my work is cut out for
me, for a very, very long time.
Music is the integration of mind,
body and spirit.. and when you
hit that certain something in the
sweet spot - a note, a cool riff,
or a burst of energy with a full
band - it's completely, utterly,
totally addictive...

Bobby Ricketts was born in
January 30, 1959 and grew up in
Massachusetts in the United
States. Now based in
Copenhagen, Denmark, he has
made appearances on various
Danish television shows. Through
numerous artistic collaborations,
his reputation has spread
throughout Scandinavia, Europe,
Japan and the US.

He has toured in Eurcpe, Japan,
and the United States. In March
2008, Bobby Ricketts released
the hugely successful album “Skin
To Skin".
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